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ÁòIt all started as a rumour é Then we found 
we were dealing with a disease. Then we 
realised that it was an epidemic. And, now 
we have accepted it as a tragedy.ó ðSamuel 
Okware , Chief epidemiologist in Kampala, 
Uganda¹

1.New Vision, 4 September 1993. In Iliffe , J (2006) ôThe African AIDS epidemic: A 
History õ James Currey . Oxford. Pg. 25



È History of HIV/AIDS

È Current statistics

È Myths and beliefs 

È Causes and Barriers

È Solutions



È HIV originated in Africa¹

È A number of chimpanzees in colonies in Southeast 
Cameroon were infected with SIV (simian 
immunodeficiency virus), a viral ancestor of HIV.²

È Transfer of SIV to humans occurred in 1930s³

È 1959 Congolese man was infected with HIVł
Pan troglodyte

1. KeeleB.F. et all (2006) ôChimpanzee Reservoirs of Pandemic and Nonpandemic HIV -1õ, Science 313 (28 
July): 523 ð526
2. BBC.co.uk. (25 May 2006) "HIV origin 'found in wild chimpsô
3. Korber, B. et all (2000) "Timing the Ancestor of the HIV -1 Pandemic Strains" Science 288 (9 June): 1789-96.
4. Nahmias, A. Motulsky et all (1986) ôEvidence for human infection with an HTLV III/LAV -like virus in 
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È 1st recorded case of AIDS in the U.S. ðSt. Louis

È Robert R. died in 1969 of an illness that had stumped his 
doctors at Washington University¹

È Patient 0:  GaetanDugas, Canadian air steward²

È Kinshasa, capital of the Congo

Á Location of first epidemic in the 1970s

Á Surge of opportunistic infections³

1.KOLATA, Gina (28 October 1987) 
"Boy's 1969 death suggests AIDS invaded U.S. several times" New York Times
2.Shiltz,Randall (1987) òAnd the band played onó St. Martinõs Press
3.Iliffe,John(2006). The African AIDS Epidemic A History .  James Curry Ltd
4. http://edgeofthewest.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/ca1980.jpg
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òSome developed such exquisitely sore mouths 
and tongues that they were unable to eat.  

Those who couldé were suddenly stricken by 
cramps and disgorged a copious amount of 
diarrheaéAll we could do was watch in 
horror, our rolesé reduced toéobservers...  

Our one hope was that if we could understand 
the process we were observing, someoneé 
might find some solution.ó ðJoseph McCormick when 

visiting Kinshasa Hospital in October, 1983

Iliffe,John(2006). The African AIDS Epidemic A History .  James Curry Ltd P. 13.



È 1983 HIV discovered and identified as the 
cause of AIDS soon thereafter

È 1985 virus was cultivated in a lab and 
diagnostic testing was developed¹

È Prevalence soared in a few short years in  
Africa (1970s-1980)

È Late 1980s AZT was licensed

È 1990s combination drug therapy later to be 
called HAART was rolled out²

1.Gallo and Montagnier (12/2003). This Discovery of HIV as the Cause of AIDS. NEJM 349(24): page 
2283-4
2.Hunter, Susan (2003) òBlack Death AIDS in Africaó. Pallgrave Macmillan.



È AIDS was the first disease to be labeled a 
global security threat by the UN Security 
Council.

È AIDS was the first disease to be the subject of 
an entire UN General Assembly meeting.

È By 1993 AIDS was the leading cause of death 
for all Americans aged 25 to 44.

È The demographic makeup of African countries 
is changing.

Hunter, Susan (2003) òBlack Death AIDS in Africaó. Pallgrave Macmillan
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Global estimates for adults and children, 2007

ÅPeople living with HIV 33 million [30 ð36 million]

ÅNew HIV infections in 2007 2.7 million [2.2 ð3.2 
million ]

ÅDeaths due to AIDS in 2007 2.0 million [1.8 ð2.3 
million]
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Total: 33 million (30 ð36 million)

Western & 
Central Europe

730 000
[580 000 �²1.0 million]

Middle East & North 
Africa

380 000
[280 000 �²510 000]
Sub-Saharan Africa

22.0 million
[20.5 �²23.6 million]

Eastern Europe 
& Central Asia

1.5 million 
[1.1 �²1.9 million]

South & South -East 
Asia

4.2 million
[3.5 �²5.3 million]Oceania

74 000
[66 000 �²93 000]

North America

1.2 million
[760 000 �²2.0 million]

Latin America

1.7 million
[1.5 �²2.1 million]

East Asia

740 000
[480 000 �²1.1 million]

Caribbean

230 000
[210 000 �²270 000]

Adults and children estimated to be living with HIV, 
2007 


