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PERCEPTION OF DISEASE

¥, Most known diseases cutaneous or
visible
¥ Limited Insight into cause or treatment

¥, Often thought to be sent by higher
powers

v, Examples of Syphilis, Plague, and
Endemic Goiter



SYPHILIS

¥, 1St European outbreak in Naples, spread
by French sailors returning from new
world

% Necrotizing pustules from head to knee,
fatal in 3-4 months

¥ Thought to be scourge from Heaven



ALBRECHT DURER
Syphilitic Man
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IL BRONZINC
Venus Cupid,
Folly and Time

(Allegory of
Lust)

% National Gallery,
London
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